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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It is only necessary to inform the reader, 
that this excellent little volume was selected 
for our Library by an experienced female friend. 
And farther, that we publish from the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union's edition. We know 
not the author, nor have we any other refer- 
ence to ms^ke than the one just made. We 
find it was " revised" by their committee of 
publication. We wish it may be of much 
service to the youthAil reader; and we are 
sure it will be, if it be read with prayer and 
faith. 

Editors. 
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PARTING ADVICE, &c. 



Mt DkaS YotrKo FAnsNB,— Often, veryoften, 
have I addnessed you, and witil much auction, 
on things of the greateflC hnportanee ; and how 
diat you are going to leave mis school I cannot 
bid 3rou fiurewell without expressing my sincere 
concern for your real welfare. 

As I have no object in view but your good, — 
your oton good, — ^your present and eternal good, — 
I may reasonably ask you attentively to listen 
to me, and carefully' to weigh those senfiments 
which I would now again impre^e^ ^pon you; 
and may I not hope that you will calmly con- 
sider them, and' that too, not only once or twice, 
bat many times, and in secret, where no eye is 
onyoti but that of God. 

Think not, because yon are leaving the school, 
that now your conoem for imfprofvement is to 
end. A man who feels a« he <Might is learriing' 
something* every day of his lift. Comparatively 
speaking, you are but just beginning to live. 
When a vessel is built, it » to be launched on the 
wide* water, and to be taken into actual service. 
You are commencing your Mfe, and all the great 
principles you have learned will be needed in 
your daily practice. If you feel as you ought, 
there will be a delightfiil hannony iiryour senti. 

zedbyGoOgl 



8 PABTINO ADVTGJB. 

ments, your temper, and your conduct. You 
will not be one thing in profession, and another 
in action. Your love to God, your concern to 
please him, and yo|ir b^nevotdoce fo your fel- 
low creatures, will be shown in your whole 
deportment. 

If these last admonitions are of any service to 
you^it must he^by the Pivifie M(989iQg« « lift up 
ymt heart tbf^ my. dewr young friei»^ in prayer 
to .Crody that every seotiqaent I, may advance, 
ac^ab^y to the pivine will, may be deeply 
writtjen on yourmi^» by tb^ gracious <^er»ti4ai 
of the Holy Spirit, 



CHAPTER I. 

RlftAto THR MOW SCRrPTTRES. 

If a youfig man wishes raally ^io cleanse 
his way," that is, to act so that he. may be holy, 
useful, and happy, he mmt prize the Sacred 
-Scriptures^ mA fveq^^epliy consult them* The 
Bible is the best volftime».aince it i» God's own 
boQk. The young man, who leaUy loves its 
holy trutfafif has ahtnioad.a greats' prize than 
thoAisaiids of gold and of silver. With ^i^eat 
{»roprie^ we m^t imteon every copy i^the 
Bible, The way to WK^fidnegg^ the wa^f to h&ppu 
nesij tk$way to fruehmour^ Ihe vsay to seeCMy 
md to dwell wiA Aim, ike way to eternal richea, 
and to eternal pteasuriBs, 

The* ihest, and the wiaeet of monarchs hsxt. 
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PAieriNo AvneB. 9 

feund tlieir noblest enjoyments in studying these 
haUowed pages : they have counted their tfea. 
sures, and all their glory hot as vanity, oompared 
with the everlasting riches to be found in the 
^jiospel of the Divine Redeemer. Prophets, and 
righteous men, and the great, and wise, and good, 
of every age, and of every nation, have bound 
this holy volume to their hearts ; have found in 
it the << pearl of great price," and have been en- 
riched lor ever. It is the mark of an ill-informed, 
or contracted, or of a vicious mind to neglect or 
despise Ihe book of God. See to it, my young 
friend, that you never do so, even in thought. 

God is to be seen, and I hope you, my dear 
friend, will see him in the hills and in the 
valfeys, in rocks, and mountains, and fields, 
and flowers, in the seasons as they roll, in the 
mighty ocean, in the heavens covered with his 
glory, and in the earth, which is iUll of his praise. 
But it is in the volume of the Scriptures that God 
is seen more clearly than any where eke : there, 
<< God" is seen << in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them." 

liBt not any one induce you {o think lightly 
of the Scriptures. Their origin is Drvine. 
Many decisive arguments prove the truth of this 
assertion. You will do well to treasure some 
of these up in your memory. The contents of 
them could never have been discovered by the 
greatest human genius. Dr. Young was so 
struck with this sentiment, that, in a conveirsa- 
tion which he had with Dr. Cotton, he used 
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10 PASTING ADVIOE. 

theae remarkaUe ^words : ^ My friend, there are 
three condderations upon which my faith m 
Christ is built^ as upon a rock. The fall of 
man, the redemption of man, and the resurrec- 
tion of man, the three principai' ardeles^of our 
religion, ave sueh as human ingenuity could 
never have invented: therefore, they must be 
Divine. Another argument is this: — ^The ful- 
fihnent of the prophecies," (CoioperV Letters.) 

And there are four classes of predictions on 
which we may safely rest the truth of the ^rip- 
tures. The first is, the dispersion of the Jews. 
For nearly two thousand years they have been 
scattered among the nations of the earth, tod 
yet they have been preserved a distinct people, 
a circumstance unparalleled in imiversal hbtcny : 
this eveirt, which could have been known only 
to God, was foretold, particularly, many hun- 
dreds of years before it took place. 

The second class of prophecies are tiiose 
which refer to Babylon ; the third, to the character 
of the Messiah, and the fourth to the destruction 
of Jerusalem. These have all received a strik- 
ing and a minute fulfilment ; the book, therefore, 
which contains them, must have been from Him 
who ** knew the end from the beginning." 

The moral precepts of the Bible are so excel- 
lent, that if they were carried intotmiversal prac- 
tice they yfoxM transform the world and render 
it happy. The Scriptures every where enforce 
the grand sentiments of the^ angehc hymn, 
"Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
and good will to man." Doubtless, a book so 
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PABTING ADVICE. II 

benign in its tendency must have been jGnom Him, 
who is the " giver oi every good, and of .every 
perfect gift." Well then did Sir Robert Boyle 
say, << 'Die Bible is a matchless volume ; it is 
impossible we can study it too much, or esteem 
it too highly." 

The admirable Lady Jane Grey, the evoiing 
before she was beheaded, sent a Greek Testa- 
ment to her sister Catharine, with the following 
note written on a leaf at the end of it :— *^ I have 
here sent you, good sister Catharine, a book, 
which although it be not outwardly trimmed with 
go!d, yet inwardly it is of more worth than pre- 
cious stones. It is a book, dear sister, of the 
law of the Lord. It is his testament and last 
will, which he bequeathed unto us wretches, 
which shall lead you to the path of eternal joy ; 
and if you, with a good mind, read it, and with 
an earnest mind do promise to follow it, it shall 
bring you to an immortal and everlasting hfe. 
It shall teach you to live, and teach you to die* 
Applying diligently to this book, and directing 
your life after it, you shall be an - inlvuitor of 
such riches, as neither the covetous shall with- 
draw from you, neither thief shall steal, neither 
yet the moths corrupt." 

Read this inestimable volume, my dear young 
friend, read it carefully ; humbly supplicating 
the gracious influences of God's Holy Spirit; 
without which you will never properiy value or 
understand its precious truths. Make it the 
guide of your youth, the^directory of yottr life. 
Then, it will be your joy in prosperity, your 
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12 PABTIlfG ADVICE. 

comfort in adversity, your health in sickness, 
your wealth in poverty, your light in darknesSy 
and your bfe in death. Yes, it will be your 
^ pillar of cloud by day, and your pillar of fire 
by night ;" your bright and cheering lamp, 
kindled by the hand of God himself; aad which 
all the storms and billows of the tempestuous 
ocean of the world shall never be able to extin- 
guish, till the incmiceivable brightness of eternal 
day shall shine around you for ever. 



CHAPTER II. 

BE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED FOR THE WELFARE 
OP YOITR SOtJL. 

It is abundantly evident that you possess a 
soul, which is your chief treasure : this would 
be true, if you could even say, the whol^ world, 
with all its inestimable wealth, is mine. The 
Lord Jesus Christ has solemnly assured us that 
this is the case.* He. has declared, that though 
men may kill the body, yet they cannot kill the 
soul, Matt. X, 28. Your soul will live when your 
body is dead, and be happy or miserable for 
ever. The body is made«.of flesh, and blood, 
and bones ; these, you know, cannot think. The 
matter, of which every object around us is form* 
ed, does not, cannot think. If it be ever so large, 
it does not think. A mountain can no more 
think on any subject, than a grain of sand : if it 
be ever so refined, still there is no thought: 
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PABTING ADTIDE. 18 

there is no more thought in^the sunbeam, than 
in a piece of lead or of rock. If it moves ever 
so swiflly, yet there is not the smallest proof i»f 
intellect There is no more rationality in the 
planet which revolves around the sun, so mudi 
more swifUy than a cannon ball, than there is in 
the Alps, or the Andes. In this point of view, a 
hfetle child is i. more important object than the 
sun in the firmament ; ^ he can know, and 
adore, and love, and serve his Creator ; but this 
orb, with all its grandeur and beauty, knows 
not who at first kmdled, and who it is that per- 
petuaHy maintains his mi^ty and unrivdled 
splendour. 

Forget liot, then, my dear young friend, that 
the present and eternal welfare of this never- 
dying spirit, is the great business of your Ufe. 
NotMng, however important, can be named with 
it, even for a moment. Well, then, does Mr. 
Baxter say on this subject : — 

" This clone, — ^ihe poorest can no wants endure ; 
And this, not done, — the richest must be poor.** 



CHAPTER HI. 

TOU AB£ DESERVEDLY EXPOSED TO SUIN ON 
ACCOUNT OF YOUR SINS. 

Tou know, my dear young friend, that ** to 
sin against God, is to do any thing which God 
forbi£» or not to do what he commands us." 
The law of God requires obedience in the hear* 
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14 PABTIN6 ADVICB. 

as well afl the life, and extends to our most 
secret thoughts, motives, find afiections. We 
are sure, then, that every one has sinned 
against God. Be not, however, satisfied with 
d^ knowledge of this general and unquestion- 
able truth ; but bring the subject hotne to your 
own heart. 

Consider a little,-^Have you always done 
what God has commanded? Have you alway? 
avoided and detested what he has fcwbidden? 
Have you always loved him, and with the whole 
heart? Have you consecrated the entire Lord's 
day to his service, in your thoughts, as well as in 
your words and actions ? Have you always will- 
ingly» and as you ought, obeyed your supericnrs? 
Have you sincerely loved your brothers and sis- 
ters, and all around you, never indulging emotions 
of anger or of malice ? Have you never taken 
what was not your own, — or refrained from giv- 
ing to God the praise and gratitude which are 
justly his due ? Have you nevec said any, thing 
which was false ? Have you sought, above all 
things, the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness ? Have you done to others, as you wouki 
have them do to you ? Have you been supreme- 
ly careful to please God, not only in your exter- 
' nal conduct, but in your thoughts and afiections ? 
Now, in all these things, and in many others, 
your conscience cannot but unite with the word 
of God, in declaring that you have sinned ; that 
is, you have not done what you ought : for we 
ought to obey all the commands of God. He, is 
our Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor : and -he 
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FABSHNG ADVICE. 15 

has never given his ciafttures one peeoept which 
is not right, and whidi is not as much their in- 
terest, as it is their duty, to obey. 

As you have not done what is right, youde* 
serve to be punished. If you had been told by 
your parents and teachers, and many times, to 
do something which you ought, and. you would 
not do it, would you not deserve 4ieir dis- 
pleasure ? Now, if a parent or superior ought 
to be obeyed^ how much more ought the great 
and good God ? Nor can you. plead, that you 
did not know what was right ; lor you have the 
Bible in your hands, and you have been often 
told your duty toward God and man. Surely, 
the servant who has known his master's will, 
and has not only neglected to do it, but has done 
that which was contrary to his plain commands, 
deserves to be beaten "^ith many stripes." 

What, my dear young friend, what will you 
do ? Will the great God forget or overlook your 
offences ? O no : he cannot forget any things 
He knows us altogether. And he has solemnly 
declared, that ^Uhough hand join in hand," to 
prey eat it, yet <* the wicked shall not go un- 
punished." " Grod will bring every secret thing 
into judgment." . " The soul tliat sinneth," God 
has said, ^ shall die." 

Will you try to hide yourself from his dis- 
. pleasure ? You camiot. There is no spot in the 
wide world which he does not see. You cannot, 
indeed, go out of his immediate presence. You 
are every instant standing before him, and your 
most secret thoughts are known to him. The 
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16 VAsmxG JLumcKi 

darknesH wlii«;h no huniMi eya can peaetrate, 
cannot eoiiceal yoa from his mspection. 

Can you, then, resist hia power 1 No. Wq 
be to the man << who conlendeth with his Maker !" 
** Who has an arm like God ^ Who can thunder 
with a Toice like his 1" 

Nor can you beur his awful displeasiwe. 
<* The mountains quake at him, (he hills meh^ 
the earth is burnt up at his presence, at the pi6^ 
smice of the Lord of the whole earth." ^ Who 
can dwell in devouring flames ? Who can dwdi 
in everlasting burnings ?" 

What wiU you do, my dear young fiiead ? 
Will you still live in your sins, and go on in 
them till, in some dreadful moment, you die and 
perish? . 

** Say, have you an arm like God, 
That yoa his will oppose? 
Fear you not that iron rod 
With which he breaks his foes ? 

Canst thou stand in that dread day^ 
When he judgment shall proclaim ; 

And the earth shall melt away, 
like wax before the flame!** 



CHAPTER IV. 

THn OFF£ND£D OOP HAS PROVIDED ▲ GLORIOUS 
WAY, BY WHICH SINNERS MAY BE SAVED. 

Thovoh you cannot save yourself^ or do any 
thing to recommend yourself to the IHvine favour ; 
though the wages due to your sins is death; yd 
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PARTIIfG ABTIDIU 17 

there is no ground for despair. Are yotl mrry 
at heart that you have smaed agaiast Ood^ who 
has heen a father to youy and i^everdoo^ you 
liny thing but good ? God never for^aivQ m aingle 
simier, who was not first made ^sorky for his $iak 
Not that you are to f suppose that yoU aseiil port 
don, because you are brought to mourn fcryoor 
transgressionfl ; if you were to bestow a present 
on any one, this would not prove tiint he deserved 
a second gift. So, when -Crod softens the hand 
heart,-— and he alone clin soften it by his Holy 
Spint,-'*r«nd makes us sensibke of our gailt, this 
is a mat blessing ; but it is no leasoa why yon 
can deserve any thing else from his hands, it 
would not be right for a master to pardon a ser- 
vant for tetiing untruths and doing evil, while he 
continued to tell falsehoods; and to do wrong, 
since ilus would be encouraging him in bis^insj; 
yet as soon as he was really sorry fot his offences, 
and, as a proof of it, akered his conduct, he 
would then forgive him : in> the greait God coa# 
nects forgiveness of sin and sincere peniteno^ 
together. If an impenitent perscin 'were -token 
to heaven he conld not be happy, beeause he 
must necessarily be destitute of proper views of 
the Divine character ; nor coidd be have any 
taste for its eojoyments, which are perfectly 

Do you wii^, then^ my dear youn^r friend, to 
be pardoned, and to "be saved from the ^ awfid 
^l^sequences of your transgressioDs ? Cry oar. 

aitly, by fervent prayer to the God of all grace, 
create in you a penitent and renewed heart, 
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16 PASTING ADYioe; 

as well as tcxpandon all your sins ; and be as- 
sured'tbkt you shall not call on him. in vain. 
Though the >< heavens aare hts thmne, and iih» 
enrth is hts footstool," yet to ^that man he will 
]mk, and with him he will dwell, who is of an 
huqihleaiidof a contiite heart, and who ttemyeth 
at hia word." ' 

Bi:rt how can God pasdon'ofTences? The great 
Ood is a just Oodr-^ow thfen can we, i who haTe 
broien his gramous Commands, escape from his 
righteous displeasure ? He is a holy God^— iiow 
then can such unholy sinners dweH in his pve- 
sence ? He is a/m'^A/iiZ God,-— must he not then 
fiilfil his threatenings against the guilty ? But 
should he do so, the whole race of man must 
peridh ; slnd then how would it appear that he 
is merciiulj.and that his name is Love ? Neither 
the wisest man on earth, nor any angel in hea- 
ven, could have answered this question. But 
the great and good God has devised a way, by 
which he is holy, and just, and faithful, and yet 
he. can panion the very chief of sinners. In an 
•earthly court, the guilty are condemned, and 
must suffer, but the holy Qod justifies the un. 
godly* He is a just God, and yet a Saviour. 
M God SO loved the wcHrld, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever bdieveth in him 
might not perish, but might have everlasting 
life." ** To him give all the proph^ witness, 
that, through his name, whosoever helieveth on 
him shsdl receive remission of sins." When the 
jailer aisked the apostle the all-important ques- 
lioa, *< What shall I do to be saved?'' the an. 
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PARTING ADTICir. 19 

swer therefore was, <* Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, mid thou shah be saved." This is the 
only way to God and heaven : the death of Christ 
alone redeems us from sin, and secures to every 
believer in him not only the pledge of his love 
and mercy, but the obligations of his justice and 
faithfiilness, his promise and his oath. Hence, 
the ransomed in glory perpetually celebrate the 
infinite love and grace of Christ in dying to save 
them; they say, **Thou art worthy, for thou 
WjaF* slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
btoodf out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation." 

Who then can be more worthy of your con- 
stant thoughts and choicest affections, than' that 
divindy compassionate Saviour, who offered 
himself a bleeding victim for sin, that his sacri- 
fice might have every recommending circum- 
stance which could render it acceptable to God, 
and beneficial to man ? 



CHAPTER V. 

CALL UPON GOD AS THE GUIDE OF YOUR YOUTH. 

Thk experience of every individual has proved 
the truth of the prophet's assertion, «' That the 
way of man is not in himself; it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps." There are 
many foes, who put on the disguise of friendship, 
who " lie in wait to deceive," and to injure the 
inexperienced and unwatchful in tlungs of ever- 
Digged by Google 



20 PASTING ADVICE. 

lasting importance. There is many a tree in 
the pathway of the Christian pilgrim, whose 
fruit appears inviting and delieious ; but, in 
reality, it is poisonous and destructive. There 
are innumerable ways which <<lead down to 
death, and which take hold on hell," and only 
one narrow path to life eternal. None but God 
can guide you aright. He alone has sufficient 
power — he alone has sufficient wisdom. He 
led his ancient people, ^ by day by the pillar of 
cloud, and by ni^t by the pillar of fire." Ife 
conducted them by << the fight way to' a city of 
habitation." Still he is the same gracious and 
merciful God: still <^a good man's steps are 
ordered of the Lord." <<In all thy ways," my 
dear young friend, then, ^ acknowledge him, and 
he will direct thy paths." Cry unto him, by 
fervent prayer, for the blessed guidance of his 
Holy Spirit. << As many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God." 

You are now leaving school ; you are going 
into the world ; your first steps are peculiarly 
important ; let them be such as God and con- 
science will approve. I shall not cease to pray 
that he «* which redeemed me from all evil" may 
preserve you also. Cease not to pray for your- 
self. When Jacob was leaving his home, we 
are told that " he vowed a vow, and said, If God 
will be with -me, and will keep me in this way 
that I go» and will give me bread to eat and tai- 
ment to put on, so that I come again to my 
father's house in peace, then shall the Lord be 
iny God." Let me entreat you, my dear young 
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VAMTVSO ADVICE. 91 

friend, to imitate the youthful patriarch. God 
himself invites you to do so. ** Wilt thou not," 
he is saying to you at this important moment,' 
" Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, — 
My Father, thou art the gmde of my youth ?" 

But while I most earnestly advise you, my 
dear young friend, to call upon God as your 
guide, you must use the means which he has 
given you, that you may know and do his wilL 
To guide you, as to your duty, he has given you 
his holy word* You should, as I have shown 
you, diligently examine it ; and let it be deeply 
impressed on your mind, as an axiom never to 
be departed from, or even ^juestioned for a mo. 
ment, that nothing can be your duty which is 
evidcaatly opposed to the Scriptures of truth. 

Another very important method of ascertain, 
ing your duty, is to consult with those who have 
mate experience than yourself. Should your pa- 
rents be wise and pious, you will do well to ask their 
counsel in moments of difficulty. Nor will you, 
on these occasions, I trust, forget your Sunday 
school teacher, who has given you many proofs 
of his concern for your welfare. Visft him, and 
entreat his advice ; he will be delighted to see 
you, and to do you any good in his poweV. «But 
see to it, that you do not conduct yourself, as some 
inconsiderate young people have done, in acting 
first, and then when they have got into difficul. 
ties they have 8ou|^ for direction. Ha4 they 
done this at first, they wouki have been saved 
from many inc<mvemence& 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BE DECIDED FOR GOD A:^D HEAVEX. 

Be not satisfied with half heartedness in re^ 
ligion. Consecrate yourself, ^body, soul, and 
spirit," to Him who created, and who has re- 
deemed you. Remember you are his, and not 
your own. Count it an unspeakable honour, as 
it really is, to be regarded as one of his children. 
The most glorious privileges and blessings are 
theirs. Their transgression is forgiven, their sin 
i& covered. There is no condemnation to them, 
for they are accepted in the Beloved. They 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The great God will never leave or for- 
sake them. The very hairs of their head are 
all numbered. No weapon that is formed against 
them shall prosper. Angels are their minister, 
ing spirits, and ei^amp around them. They 
shall not want any good thing. Their life is hid 
with Christ in God. They are heirs of God; 
and joint heirs with Christ. It is their Father's 
good pleasure to give them the kingdom of 
glory: and nothing, through time or eternity, 
shall separate them from the fove of Christ. 

When tempted to be ashamed of religion, think 
of these glorious things, and be decided for God 
and for heaven. What, beside vanity and mo- 
mentary good, has the world to give you in 
exchanf^e for such substantial and eternal bless- 
ings ? Frequently caH to recollection the great 
sentiments which you have so often heard from 
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the lips of yonr teachers. Let me remiad you 
of a few of them. There is nothing to be 
ashamed of in religion ; it inculcates ev^ry thing 
which can glorify God and da good to man. The 
soul, which is to Uve for eirer, must be of iivti. 
nite worth. The favour of the great Creator 
of the universe must be the <<one thing needful ;" 
nothing can, for a moment, be put in competition 
with it. All the world, with ^ its smiles and its 
frowns, with its honours, and riches, and plea- 
sures will be regarded shortly, by every one, as 
unworthy even of a thought. The great God 
wili assuredly bring eircny seeiet thing into 
judgment. There is noMog gpined, eifiier in 
this world, or anodier, by am ; and none but 
fools maioe a mock* at it. Religion is not the 
w«irse because wicked men ridicule it, no more 
than a medicine which woukl cure the plague^ 
would be of less vakie, b^pcaose some senseleBS 
mdividoal shonld lac^h at it. Though' a swine 
should trample a wedge of goki in the mire, he 
eonld not take anif ay from its wofth, k would 
still be a wiedge of the most' piecioasr metal in 
the worid. Thoogh an idiot might Unigk at a 
drawn sword -which was* fM>ioled ligaiilst hira, a 
wise man' would wish to- avoid, it. ' HAv much 
more ratknal is it to '^/iae front the^wsath to 
oome." Whatev«v yott mliy kenr'to tiie ceor-- 
drkry^ the experieaoe of all ages proves^ thai 
there is no happiness, and no safety, my dear 
young friend, but. in tlie rekgion of the GospeL 
Truly, it is this, and this only,— 
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"XbntfltleakB our raornmg bright; 
^ 'Tis this that gilds the horrors of our night ; 
And when disease invades the laboring breath, 
' When the heati sickens, and each pulse is death, 
Bv*n then,' teligion *haU sustain the just, 
Urapo his ImI momtiite,, nor des^ hw dust.** 



CHAJPTERVIL 

tSE ON YOUR 6VABD AGAINST THE BEGIN?«IN6 
OF KVIL. 

This has jostly been regaided in every age as 
a most iaipfntBDt precept. Heathen writers have 
remarked, liuit' no man becomes exceedingly 
wicked all at once. The general chaiaoter of 
the individual is not good, who has many small 
fanks. It is from Httie sins diat we are most in 
daogecy becanse we ar^ leas en our guard against 
them* > If any one should tempt us to mnrder a 
fellow creature, 4he very mention of the crime 
weuld shocdi us beyond expression ; and yet 
many ladividMals have been brought to commit 
fluch an atrocity, by the indidgenoe of envious, 
angry, or malioioiia thoughts. For kMser sins, 
unless AvBcked^ certainly lead to great ones. 
So Cain was. at first ooiy angry with his faiodier ; 
biitsoon afterward he soee up against him and 
killed him. << The be^nning of strife," says the 
wise man, and we may justly also add, of every 
suiy ''ie as whqn one letteth oat water." The 
<< tittle cloud, no Mgger than a man's hand," 
con overspread the heavens and deluged the 
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country. A angle garment, infected with the 
plague, brcMjght into a city, has been the means 
of cutting off multitudes -of its. inhabitants. A 
little gate has sometimes< let in a foe who has 
taken an oth^wise impregnable fortress. The 
prophet told Hazael how cruelly he would act 
toward Israel ; and he said indignantly, << Is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do this ?" Yet he 
became, by degrees, that very wretch, at the 
thought of whose character he shuddered^ Lis- 
ten not to the tempter when he says, you are 
not obliged to take more than one step in the 
wrong path. One wrong action generally pro- 
duces another. The way of sin, it has been 
often said, is down hill ; and the descent iaeasy, 
alluring, and imperceptible. Beside, a single sin 
indulged in the heart will ruin a soul, just as one 
dose of poison will bring the body to the grave. 
" Keep the heart," then, my young friend, " keep 
the heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 
issues of life." 

I would especially apply the admonition, 
" Crush sin in the bud," to unholy and impure 
thoughts. These, if indulged, will infallibly lead 
to improper words, and ruinous connections. 
Stop your ears against indecent storii^ ; or if 
you are compelled to hear any thing that is in- 
delicate, pray that yon may never hear it without 
abhorrence. " Impurity," says Paley, "corrupts 
and depraves the mind and morsd character 
more than any single species of vice whatso- 
ever. That ready perception of guilt, that 
prompt and decisive resolution against it, which 

Digitizf^ by VjOOQ I 



2fl> PAR-nXG ADVICE. 

constitutes a viituoiis character, is seldom found 
in persons addicted to these indulgences. They 
prepare an easy admission for every sin that 
seeks it ; they are usually the first stage in men's 
progress to the most desperate villanies." 

As by degrees from slow, though gentle rains, 

Grelit floods arise and overflow the plains ; 

So men from little sins to great proceed. 

Guilt grows on guilt, and crimes do crimes succeed. 

The striking cautions of one of our best poets 
on this subject, are very important :— • 

*'Call*d to the temple of impure delight. 
He that abstains, and he alone, does right , 
If a wish wander that way, call it home ; 
He cannot long be safe whose wishes roam. 
But, if you pass the threshold, you are caught; 
Die then, if power Almighty save you not !" 

It is not improbable, that our first parent, in 
Eden, was improperly loitering around the for- 
bidden tree. She wais, perhaps, admiring the 
beauties of its foUage and of its fruit. What 
harm could there be in only looking at them ? 
But she looked, and admired, and resisted not 
temptation, till she touched, and gathered, and 
ate; then, to use the expressive language of 
Milton, • 

** Earth felt the wound, and nature from her seat. 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of wo. 
That all was lost." 

« All the unhallowed passions which have ever 

afflicted the human race, — all the horriUe wars 

vhich have devastated the fair face of (rod's 

orkfl ; all the numberless diseases which have 
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made man their prey, and filled his bosom with 
pain and agony ; all the direful and cruel rava^ 
ges of the monster, death ; and all the bitter 
pangs of the undying worm; all, all, are the 
tremendous consequences of a single sin. It 
was one sin, which in a moment ruined the 
world. And one unpardoned sin, my dear. young 
friend, is enough to ruin your soul, and that too, 
for ever. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

DUTIES TO SUPERIORS. 

You must remember, my young friend, that 
there are particular relations in which you stand 
to society, in which you should be concerned to 
conduct yourself in a becoming manner. You 
are not only to fear God, but you are to honour 
your parents, and those having authority over 
you. The regard due to your parents has oflen 
been inculcated on you. " Children," says the 
apostle, " obey your parents, for this is right in the 
Lord." Not a lew of those who ha,ve dared to 
neglect or despise a father or a mooter, have 
been signally frowned on by Divine Provid^ice, 
even in the present world. Disobedient and 
ungrateful children cannot come to any good. 
Sec to it, then, that as God has commanded you, 
you do indeed *^ honour your father and your 
mother." ^ 

You ought to respect the ministers of, the 
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Gospel, and ''to esteem tbem highly in love, 
for their works' sake." Forget not that they 
labour for your welfere, and watch for your 
soul as those who must give an account. 

As you will soon be engaged in business, 
recollect that there are important duties which 
you o^e to your employers. You must be obe- 
dient in all lawful things, and not only to '< the 
good and gentle, but also to the froward." Dis- 
obedience is altogether unjustifiable ; it is nothing 
less than a contest whether you or your employer 
shall rule in his own house. Hence, said the 
apostle Paul, " servants, obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh, not with eye 
service, as men pleasers, but in singleness of 
heart, fearing God," Col. iii, 22. 

Should he reprove you for a fault, do not 
answer him again, but seriously endeavour to 
amend what is wrong, and to secure his appro- 
bation and esteem. Serve him faithfully ; your 
time and your talents, at least, for a season, are 
his, " not purloining" the least thing, or suffer, 
ing any thing to be purloined, "showing all 
good fidelity," Tit. ii, 10. "It is requffed in 
stewards, tlmt a man be found faithful," 1 Cor. 
iv, 2. 

If sent out on any business, despatch it as 
soon as you can, and return to your emjrfoyer. 
Solomon says, that a " faithful messenger re- 
firesheth'the soul of his master," Prov. xxv, V3. 

Do not hastily think of changing your em- 

>k>yer, because you find some difficulties in his 

irvice. There is no situation without its trials. 
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The master has often much greater troubles 
than those who serve him. 

Be watchful, that you may speak seasonably, 
and to the purpose. Gruard, on all occasions, 
against a spirit of talkativeness. << In the multi- 
tude of words," says the wise man, ^ there want, 
eth not sin; but he that refraineth his lips is 
wise," Prov. x, 19. 

Do not think it hard that you are called to 
serve. Remember that it is said, that << the 
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and" even <'to give his life a ransom 
for many." Recollect, that in every relation 
of Ufe, and in every duty, the eye of God is upon 
you. Oi^en look up to him and say, ^ Lord, thou 
hast searched me, and known me ! See if there 
be any wicked way in me, and lead me iu the 
way everlasting." 



CHAPTER IX. 

LET YOUK COMPANIONS AND FRIENDS BE SUCH 
AS FEAE AND LOVE GOD. 

The axguments, which should induce you 
practically to regard this admonition, are weighty 
and numerous. The care of your parents and 
friends, and the pains they have taken in your 
education will be all lost, should you give your 
Sabbaths or leisure hours to irreligious or im* 
moral companions. Judging from what has but 
too frequently occurred, there is reason to fear, 
shoukl you do so, that every serious impression will 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 PASTING ADTICE. 

soon be erased from your miad. We are always, 
in a greater or less degree, the bettor or the 
worse for the examples with which we are sur- 
rounded. << Men," says Mr. Locke, << are a kind 
. of eamelions, which take a tincture firom that 
which is near them." And matter of fact com. 
bines with the authority of the word of God, to 
assure us that <<evil communications corru{>t 
good manners." Guard against being absent 
from home at late hours. Do not stay any 
where beyond the proper time, without the know, 
ledge and approbation of your parents, or of 
your employer. They are not your real friends 
who would detain you parading the streets, or in 
dissipated company, till an unseasonable period. 
— ^You will gain nothing, as experience amply 
proves, either as to your respectability, your 
morals, or your health, by such a practice. 

The enjoyment to be found in the society of 
the wicked is but transient. It is only a 
blaze, which is almost immediately extinguished. 
Nobler and more substantial pleasures are to be 
found in the society of the good and virtuous. 
Heligion does not forbid us a single gratification, 
which is really worthy of our desire or pursuit. 
** What think you,'* to use the language of a 
pious writer, " if an angel were to descend from 
heaven to make his abode on earth, or the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself were to appear again, with 
whom would that angel or that Redeemer choose 
an intimate friendship or frequent converse? 
Your own conscience tells you, that if he were 
ever found among the ungodly it would only be 
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aa a physician visits an hospital, to cure others, 
MOt to delight himself." 

tBe assured, my dear friend, thai bad company 
will ruin you in your reputation, in your circum^ 
stances^ in body, and soul ; > and there is reason 
to fear from what has but too frequently occurred, 
will injure you,.not only in this world, but in thaJt 
which is to come. <^ A companion of fools," 
says the wise man, " shall be destroyed." — " He 
that being oilen reproved, and hardeneth . his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that with, 
out. remedy." How striking and solemn is this 
declaration ! 

It is impossible, my dear young friend, that 
you can be too much on your guard, as.it 
respects the companions with whom you asso- 
ctate, or the friendships you form. -JThere are 
abandoned wretches in society who lie in wait 
to make you their prey. Lost to all sense of 
decency themselves, they are fit instruments of 
Satan for the worst purposes. If you would be 
preserved from their snares, you must resolutely 
keep out of their company. Exchange not a 
single word with them. Should you be so lost 
to your true interest and welfare, here and here- 
afier, as to Usten to them, you are undone. 
<< None who go into" these outer chambers of 
perdition ^< turn again, neither take they hold of 
the paths of Ufe." << Her house is the wi^ to 
hell, goiog down to the regions of death." 

The water well recollects one of the com* 
panions of his youth who was ruined by evil 
company^ He was the niuch-loved son of pious 
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parents. After a thousand ajdmonitidiis and in- 
numerable supplications for his welfare, he wm 
committed to the care of a most excellent miliis. 
ter of the Gospel, to finish his education, and 
fit him for<;ommercial life. Here he had ermy ' 
advantage and privilege which caM be wiahed; 
But as soon almost as he entered into bosinessy 
he chose a thoughtless young man, of no seii'- 
gious principle, for his friend. After some 
hesitation and scruples of conscience, he aecom- 
paiiied him on Sunday excursions^ and then to 
the theatre. Here he met with some of those 
abandoned creatures who << hunt for the prectooB 
life ;'' whose steps <^ lead down to death, and 
take hold cxi heU." He was prepared to become 
their easy prey. Expostulation and reproof 
were addressed to him in every form, but in 
vain. His habits became more decidedly disau 
pated and lacious. Tlie career of vice, how- 
ever, is seldom of long duration. He soon 
destroyed his fine constitution, and became an 
awful illustration of that striking passage, <* The 
wicked shall not live out half his days." After 
a short illness, he expired, at the age of twenty, 
in bitter anguish for his foUy, and in dreadful 
terms deploring the hour in which he had seen 
the person who had been tl^e means of his ruin. 
** Siu, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." 

Thus this promising young man was undone, 
to the great giief of all his respectable connec 
tions, and he brought down the gray hairs of his 
pious father << wiA sorrow to the grave." 

And will you, my dear young friend, imitate so 
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wretched ta exiample? I trust not. By all that 
is imprMBive and solemn — by yo^r w^fare 
through time aiid< eternity, I charge you, << my 
MD, if simierB entice thee, consent thou not/' 
<« Enter not into their path;" shun it as you 
woidd a house inlected with the plague. 



CHAPTER X, 

AXUSEMENTS. 

You must be perpetually on your guard, my 
young friend, in. reference to your recreations. 
Shouki you be inattentive to me on (his point, all 
my concern and all my effi>rts for yoor real wei- 
fare will be utterly useless. I therefore most 
particularly charge you te b^ careful here. 
Temptations surround you on dvery hand ; 

** The ^tes of hell are op6n night and day, 
Smo^ the desebnt, ond easy is the way." 

Approach not these gates, I beseech you. 

As the house of 6rod is the gate of heaven, 
80 the theatre is the gate of hell. Matty of the 
scenes exhibited in the drama toe decidedly 
vicious* JBvepi some of its best perlbrmanoes 
are objeotioiuihley since Grod'« h<^ name is often 
proftmed in tiiem for the amusement of his crea- 
tures. ' Even the editors of newspapers have 
not unfiequenlly ^marked of many of the most 
attractive pla3nf, that no &ther of a fiimily could 
take his chilcbren to see them without endanger- 
ing their morals. Plain, innumerable, stubborn 
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iaots, ptotve the theatre, beoiiwid coattoveny^ lo 
be the school mi of good morals, but of vioe. 
Thousands ajckd tent of thouaarida of youth> who 
wove oQce happy» and the comfort of their piu 
rents and firiendd, and who bade fair to be use- 
ful and respectable in society, have been pervert- 
ed, irreparably injured, and even ruined for tiiis 
world, and that which is to come, by the com- 
pany they have met with, and the sentiments they 
have learnt at a theatre. Within the wretched 
enclosure of a theatre, vice with its boldest front 
appears in every fi>nn ; and by the common con- 
^pt of all of its votaries, holy men and women 
are utterly excluded. The avowed friend* of 
Ciod dar« not show his £ice wiihin those waUs, 
where Woess'M enthroned, and whore she reigns. 
Gambling is another of the high roadi to nnn. 
JBvery species ^U is juirtly to be censured. The 
mind cannot be tasy or fit for the common duties 
of life, und much less for the service of God, 
which is distracted with the anxiety inseparable 
from gamea of chance. They lead to. idleness, 
dishonesty, to bad coniqp^y, and profligate habits 
of every kind. He wh« g;ains any thing by 
gambling can only do so by another's loss ; and 
this generally excites envy, hatred, revenge, and 
all the worst passions of the human heart. 

The victims to this destructive species of 
amusement have not been few. How many a 
proniaing youth has lost the confidenoe of his 
master, and ruined his character by this vice. 
How many bcoken«lieaited parents have been 
obliged to cast off, and almost to disown a chiki. 
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on accoimt of this peraicious vice ! And how 
many, eTen in the higher circles of li^, have, in 
moments of distractifjn,' brought on hy losses at 
the gaming table, put an end to their existence! 
** 8m^ when it is finilshed," says an inspired writer, 
♦'bringcth forth death." 

The tradesman who would be respeotaUe or 
IHTOsperous, must be cautious, frugal, honest, 
temperate, diligent in his business; and these 
are virtues wMch are altogether incompatible 
with habits of gaming. 

I feel it also to be my duty, my young friend, 
to warn you against seeking enjoyment at par* 
ticular seasons of the year, at assemblages of 
dissipated people ; such as are to be found at 
races, and similar scenes of riot and revelry. 
Like the theatre, thes^ are scenes of great 
temptation. Many thoughtless young persons 
have gone thither for amusement, and have been 
injured and ruined for life. Levity, lewdness, 
cursing, and swearing are to be found there; 
and is it reputable for a Christian to be seen at 
such places ? Could you ask God to give you a 
blessing, just before you were gomg to such a 
scene of revelling and wickedness? Is it lawful 
to mingle with such abandoned society? Has 
not God charged you to keep out of it ? Has he 
not said, " My son, if smners entice thee, consent 
thou not ?" Do not <* evil conununications cor- 
rupt good manners ?" Do you not daily pray, 
not to be led into temptation ? How then can 
'you, wilfully, and in defiance of God's com- 
mands, nm into it ? Will not the Akniglity call 
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US to aa account at the day of judgment for our 
time? And what aceount could you give of that 
which is misspent amidst such scenes of profane 
revelry? 

Do not reply to me, as some would be ready 
to do — ^What! would you deprive me of ail 
pleasure? Certainly, I am very far from wishing 
to do this ; but I would fain shield you from 
those scenes whieh, however alluring they Hiay 
be made, will assuredly destroy your usefiilness 
and peace, injure your character, and ruin your 
soul. *^ No pleasure !" exclaims the Christian 
poet, Cowper — 

" Are domestic comforts dead ? 
Are all the Aameless sweets of friendship fled 7 
Has time worn out, or fashion, put to shame, 
Good sense, good health, good conscience, and good 

fame? 
All these belong to virtue, and all prove 
That virtue has a title to ^onr love. 
No pleasure ? Has some sickly eastern waste 
Sent us a wind to parch us at a blast 7 
Are sweet philosophy's enjoyments run 
Quite to the lees ? And has leligion none ?" 

Let your duty be a pleasure to you, and then 
you will never be at a loss for enjoyment. Cul- 
tivate a taste for simple gratiiiGations ; these 
every where abound. Especially, you will find 
in the service of God, pleasures which at once 
satisfy and enrich the Pathless spirit. The 
ways o[ true piety have been proved by the ex- 
perience of every age to be ways of pleasant- 
ness and paths of peace. The real Christian* 
even op^earth, is sometimes conscious of joys 
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which are << unspeakable," 1 Pet. i, 8. His are 
pleasures which no man \mn take from him. 
They abide with him in adversity as well as in 
prosperity, in sickness as well as in health, in 
death as well as in life, throu§^ eternity as well 
as through time.^ I entreat you to seek after 
these imperishaUe enjoyments; ^ 

The excellent Matthew Henry, when he was 
dying, grasped the hand of a friend, and said to 
him, ** You, sir, have been accustomed to notice 
the sayings of dying men : this is mine : — That 
a tife spent in the service of God, and in com- 
munion with him, is the pleasantest life^ the 
world." May this, my dear young frieoid, be 
your happy experience. 



CHAPTER XI. 

PERUSE GOOD BOOKS. 

It will be your wisdom, my dear young friend, 
to have some useful book at hand, with which 
you may profitably employ your leisure hours. 
This will save you from many a dangerous 
temptation. Yet, recollect, there is a time pro- 
per for all things. The hours of business will 
not be yours, but your master's, and you have 
no right to appropriate these, without his per- 
mission, to your own gratification. Yet, in the 
Ifee seasons of the year, you may often gain an 
hour or two, as I hope you wiU, for your im- 
provement, by rising eariy in the morning. In 
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the long winter evenings you will also find some 
time for the same in!poTtant object. Be .care, 
fitly however, that all the books you read, are 
auch as will assuredly inform your judgment, 
and do you real good. Bad books are as much 
to be avmded as bad company. Be on your^ 
watch against them. You may as well take a 
tittle poison every day as read them. A young 
maBy who is now a decidedly religious . charac- 
ter, when giving an account of his early life, 
said, << In the family in which I was apprenticed, 
there were several young pers9ns, who spent 
their leisui'e. hours in reading novels, romances, 
and other pernicious books. These I had been 
taught to avoid and abhcnr as highly injinious ; 
but my abhorrence of them soon subsided ; and 
I had not been in this family long, before I was 
induced, by the example and entreaties of my 
young companions, occasionally to look into the 
books they had read. I then began to persuade - 
myself that they were not so foolish and perni- 
cious as I had imagined ; and I determined to 
read a few of the best and most moral of their 
novels. I was so much pleased with these that 
I soon proceeded to read others of a worse ten. 
dency ; till, at last, I read all books of this kind 
which came within my reach. Indeed, my heart 
was so much set on reading them, that I ne- 
glected my master's business to peruse them ; 
my Bible was almost entirely overlooked, and 
prayer either wholly omitted, or performed in IP 
^^amier which must have been highly offensive 
God. On the other hand, I was frequently 
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engag^ half the night, or mdre^ in r^ddingf ihom 
books, which had nearly Iwought on the rmn of 
my doal. I ran into 8ii>. My mind was po)« 
luted, and my conscience hard and callous. 
Yet, true happiness was a stTai)gerto my bosom; 
my conscience, stupified as it was, would 6ften 
condemn me, and fill me wkh the keenest re- 
morse." If you regard your wefi&re here or 
hereafter, my dear young friend, let me entreat 
you, no more to give your leisure hoar» to a bad 
book, than you would to a wicked companion. ^ 
A numerous Ikt of books you will ^&d in the 
publications of the [Metfao<Mst] Sunday School 
ITnion : these ynXL furnish you much instruetive' 
and profitable reading. Beside lllede there are 
many other highly important books, which, whfle 
they will furnish you delightful recreation, wiH 
improve your taste arid exalt your principles. 
The lives of holy men, and their writii^ con- 
stitute a great treasure to him who sets his face 
heavenward. 



CHAPTER XII. 

BE KIND AND AMIABLE TO ALL WHO ABE 
AROUND YOU. 

It has been said, and with some propriety, 
that temper is every tlung. It certainly is very 
iiiucl\^ in reference to our comfort and useHiU 
ness. He who is sullen or surly, ia a plague to 
every one around him^ and a greater plague to 
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hupaelf. With a Uttle pains, serine tbio^which 
trouble us may be remedied ; aod, if My can- 
not be altered, fretting, and anger, and bad tem- 
per, will only make them w<Nrse. < A cheeaful, 
amiable temper, will bring us, and pleasantly 
too, through many difficulties, which at first may 
seem not a littl? formidable. 

True religion enforces on us not only ** what- 
soever thin^ ar^ just and true, but also those 
^ which Qjre lov^y, and of good report." Our 
Lord has bid us learn of him, because he is 
<< meek and lowly (Of heart :" imd we shall do well 
to do SDk How can we reasonablf expect that 
others shojuld be Ipnd toward us, unless we are 
so toward them ? An amiable temper peculiarly 
adorns ^ the doctriIl^ of God our Saviour." You 
yniXL never be respected or loved, unless you are 
kind in your deportment. Utter not a word 
which will give pain to any one around you^ 
Be on your w^lcb tP do my thing which is 
right, that will gratify or oblige any of your 
friends or associates. If you look after them, 
you will readily find many opportunities of con- 
ferring &vours, which will really cost you no- 
thing; and which, in some instances at least, 
will often produce corresponding returns, which 
will be greatly conduicive to your comfort. 
Never take offence where none was intended ; 
^.easily pass<over and forgive an injury, know, 
ing how inuKsb you need to be forgiven. Say, 
ynik the poet Cowper, — ^ - 

** A morri, senriblei and welUbred man 
WjU not ofiend ine,-->and no other caiu'* 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

FLEE FROM INTEMPERANCE. 

Be on your guard agiuiist the least ap- 
proach to inlemperance* It is an inlet to 
every vice that can be named. It has diaiijr 
its thousands and its tens of thousands. By 
this hateful sin, the bounties of Providence 
are wasted, the passions are inflamed, the con- 
science is stupified, the body and mind are in- 
jured, and the character lost In this respect, 
the very brutes may shame man who is their 
lord; they never take more dian enough to 
satisfy their wants. The anecdote told of Cyrus^ 
on this subject, is very instructive. When he 
presented the cup of wine to his grand&ther As* 
tyages, without tasting it, which the cup bearer 
was accustomed to do, the king asked him if he 
had forgotten to do so. " No, sir," replied Cy- 
rus : ^ but I was afraid there might be poison in 
it; for I have observed that the lords of yout 
court, afier drinking, become noisy, quarrels^ne, 
and frantic ; and that even you, sir, seem not to 
know that you are a king." <<Does not the 
same thing,'' answered Astyages, *< happen to 
your father?" "Never," said Cyrus. "How 
was it then?" inquired the monarch. "Why, 
when he has taken what wine he chooses, he is 
no longer thirsty, — that is all !" 

This hateful and destructive vice is generally 
contracted by Uttle and httle. The most con- 
firmed drunkard thus acquired his detestable 
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habit of intemperance. KnoW, my dear young 
friend, when you have had ehcMigh, and reso^ 
lutely refuse to take more. God has solemnly 
declared in his holy word, that the intemperate 
shall not enter into his kingdom. 

YoQ will have many temptations to violate 
tlie bounds of temperance. There are ^vretches 
in human shape who delight to seduce a youth 
from the paths of sobriety and virtue. It is very 
fraquenfly the case, that there are some one or 
more of this description, who do not feel them- 
selves at ease, till they have made every one 
around them as bad as themselves. They atw 
tempt to do &is in the most insidious manner; 
Hence, they very commonly intimate, that he 
must not be singular, that he will be expected, 
as he is a fellow workman, to act as the others 
do, and to associate with them. Often they ap- 
pear very generous, and will allure their victim 
by intimations, that, if he will accompany them, 
it shaH cost him nothing : they will treat him ; 
they intimate too, that they are sure he will be 
pleased and gratified ; and not unfrequently they 
mingle threats with their entreaties, if they per. 
ceive any reluctance to yield to their wiijlies, 
that he must, if he would be comfortable, bec^Miie 
even as they are. Deaf alike to their smiles 
and their frowns, dare to stand aloof from them, 
and steadily, but civilly, refuse to accompany 
them to the public house, or to any scene of dis- 
sipation. Do not yield, even a little, to their 
entreaties. Be resolutely firm in your denial, 
especially at first ; and this will save you much 
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trouble. If you go with them one step, h will 
be very difficult to leave them, without going a 
second, or even a third, or a fourtii, in the paths 
of intemperance. Fear not their disp]ea%VB ; 
no, not for a moment ; in spite of themselves, 
they will be compelled to respect you for your 
consistent conduct. 

Every vice is connected with intemperance. 

Should you ^U ifito this horrible gulf, there will 

be little hope of your ever rising again, so as to 

be of any real use to society, or comfort to your 

friends. " All things," says a good writer, « in 

heaven and on earth, exclaim against intemper. 

ance, with a single vdce. Our health, our re- 

putatbn, our safety, our reason, our usefulness, 

our lives, our souls, our families, and our friends, 

in solemn and aflecting union, urge, entreat, and 

persuade us to abstain. God commands, Christ 

solicits, and the Spirit of grace influences us to 

abstain. Angels and glorified spirits behold our 

conduct with such anxiety and alai*m, as happy 

beings can feel ; and watch, and hope to see 

our escape.. The Bible, with a terrible voice, 

thunders in our ears that awful denunciation, . 

< Drunkards shall not inherit the kingdom of God.' 

Even hell itself follows the rest of the universe ; 

and, in spite of its own malevolence, subjoins its 

dreadful admonition, by marshalling bdbre us 

the innumerable hosts of miserable wretches, 

whom this sin has driven to its mansicms of 

despair. Who, that does not abeady sleep the 

sleep of death, can refuse to hear, awake, and 

liver ^ • 
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Tou will sometiines meet with an individual, 
who may labour with ^wi in the same shop, who 
will often sneer at eviry appearance of serious 
pietjw Learn betimes manfully to bear a soeer. 
Recollect, that, formidable as it often is^ it proves 
nothing, but the malice and im[Hety of the person 
who utters it The very best charactecs which 
have ever appeared on earth, have been sneered 
at, and ridiculed : but this was no proof that they 
were unworthy of the esteem of their fellow 
creatures, or of the approbaticHi of the Most 
High. A man might easily ridicule his father 
or mother, but this would never prove that he 
ought not to have reverenced them. Menx>rable 
was the reply of a plain countryman, to an in. 
dividual of this class^ who was sneering at all 
serious piety, — ^ If we are so foolish as to per- 
mit you to laugh us out of our religion, till» at 
last we drop into heU, you will not be able to 
get us out again." 



CHAPTER XIV. 

CONSCIENTIOUSLY IMPROVE YOUR TIME. 

Yov have no time to lose. It should all be 
occupied in active and useful exertion. To this 
the whole creation calls us ; since every part of 
it bears perpetual testimony against sloth and 
idleness. Man was not to be indolent even in 
paradise. He was placed in that beautiful spot, 
'< to dress it and to keep it." Indeed, evil and 
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miiery vre the certain consequences of indo- 
lence. ^I went," BaLj9 Solomon, *<by the field 
of the dothfbl, and by the vineyard of the man 
void of understanding ; and lo, it was all grown 
over with thorns, and nettles had covered the 
face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was 
broken down. Then I saw, and considered it 
well; I looked upon it, and received instruction. 
Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding 
of the hands to sleep ; so shall thy poverty come 
as one that travaileth«-Hind thy want as an arm- 
ed man." Industry will make difficult things 
easy ; it will add to your comfort and health. 
It is as much your duty, since it is the command 
•f God, to labour six days, as it is to rest on the 
Lord's day. 

Ajs I remarked before^ my young friend, the 
whole creation seems to call on us to be dili- 
gent: — 

** Natove lives by toil ; 

Beast, birdy air* fire, the heavens, and roUinf world. 

All live by action. Hence the joys of healUi; 

Hence strength of arm, and clear judicious thought; 

Hence corn, and wine, and oil, and all in life 

Delectalile?* 

Nothing that is valuable to man is acquired 
without labour. The earth, by the Divine com. 
mand, constantly furnishes us with a profusion, 
of materials which are of great worth ; but yet 
the assertion of the poet is correct, — 
" Tis tow that makes them wealth.*' 

Dr. Franklin teUs us, in his Life, how he 
began business. ^^ I began," says he, << to pay 
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by. degrees the debt^ I had contracted; and, to 
insure my credit and character as a trades- 
man, I took care not only to be really industii- 
ous and frugal, but also to avoid every appear- 
ance of the contrary. I was plainly dressed, 
and never seen in any place of public amuse- 
ment. I never weat a fishing, or huntii^. 
A book, iodeed, enticed me sometimes from my 
work, but it was seldom. To sbow that I did 
not iiavk myself above my employment, 1 con- 
veyed home, sometimes in a wheelbarrow, the 
paper I purchased at the warehouses. I thus 
obtained the rqNitation of being an industrious 
young man, and very punctual, in my payments. 
The merchajits who imported articles of station^ 
ary solicited my custom ; others offeied to fur- 
nish me with books, and my. little trade w«it on 
prosperously." 

If we are not usefully and properly employed 
in the discharge of our duty, it is more than pro- 
bable that we shall be directing our attention to 
that which we had better have left alone. 
« There are but very few," says Mr. Addison, 
*<who know how to be idle and innocent." 
<* The devil," remarks old Bishop Latimer, ** has 
much more work done for him on one holiday 
than on many working days." " Perhaps," Dr. 
Johnson justly observes, " every man may date 
the predominance of those desires that disturb 
his life, and contaminate his conscience, from 
some unhappy hour, when too much leisure ex- 
posed him to their incursions ; for he has lived 
with little observation, either on himself or others. 
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who does not know that, to be idlo is to be 
viciaus." 

"JW odd moments, as they axe oftm- called, 
of every man's life, which are but too oomroonly 
aqiuNidered without lemorse, if added logeflier 
would make a larger porttoo of our days than we 
ima^e. If you would redeem time as you ought, 
you must endeavour to improve these. '* GokU 
spiiths • and refiners are wont, aU the year long, 
eafefully to save the very sWeiepings of their 
shops, because they contaui in them s6me iilingsi, 
4ir dust of those richer metals, gold and. silver* 
I see not why a Christian may not be as care- 
ful not to lose the fragments, and lesser intervals 
4>{ a thing, — ^incomparably more precious than 
any metal — ^Time, especially, when the im{Nncyv». 
ment of them may not only redeem so many 
portions of our life, but turn tbem to pious uses, 
and particularly to tiiie great advantage of 
devotioQ." 

No one can imagine, unless he tries, how 
much may be accomplished by steady, persever. 
ing effort. A single stroke of the axe, or of the 
sp«Mie is, indeed, insignificaiit; but a succession . 
of them has opened a channel which has united 
the most distant paxts of the empire^ or ikicf 
have levelled the lofty mountain. No one eaa, 
wkh a flingle effort, ascend to the lop o£ the high- 
«st building which the hand of man has jMr 
reared ; but a child may reach it by patifl^ 
going ijp step a^er step. The stones, which 
Ibrm the noblest structures of architectune, wese 
all of them once c<»icealed ia the quarry firomthe 
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huamii eye. By gmail quantities tfaey weie 
brought, and laid one at a time on each other, 
till at length the splendid edifice delighted .and 
astonished every beholder. 

In reference to the improvement of iime, as 
well as in all other ca^es, the Lord Jesus is our 
great and illustrious example. We nev^, on 
any occasion, find him idle. He coDstantly 
<*went about doing good." <<My meat," said 
he, ^< is to do the will of Him that sent me, and 
to finish his work." And again, on another 
occasion, he said, ^ I must woik while it is 
called to^y ; ^e night cometh, in which no 
man can work." Forget not that he has left 
you *'an example, that you might follow his 
st^s." 



CHAPTER XV. 

GUARD AGAXT^St THE ^ALSJB MAXIMS WHICH ARE 
TO BE FOUND IN THE WORLD. 

These are so many, that I can only notice 
a few of themr; they may, however, serve as a 
specira^ aad indtice you to try the opinions of 
men by the great standard of truth, the word of 
God. ** To the wotd, and to the testimony ; if 
]kmt gi^ 1^0 ^^^ to these, it is because then is 
flRght in them." 

It is often affirmed, that to swear occanonally, 
and to take God^s holy name in vain, is the 
maik of a inrsper and manly spirit. Be assvced. 
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thti'iMlfeing i8itn% ibeeomiiig, that m eiMitfMy 
to Ifa(&l)iviii6:c»niniai)di; and bow^offoioti nay 
vwnieh over tbeir peD&iiity» God will nat: <<kdd 
them goiltkos ;" lor these things he will cer- 
4ai«ly bring Ihem into judgmoob 

^Don't hftve too much ieligion»" is another 
maziin of the world. While you discharge the 
rrialive and social duties incuinbeiit on you, you 
need never be aftaid of this. Rememberf God 
requiies the soul^ if you only give him the ser- 
vice of the lip and of the body» you do but mock 
haoL If you have not much godlineas, you wiU 
never be^ prepafed fer the dtties and trials of 
MIe. YoctwiUbebut ^'ahnost aChiistian/' and, 
; likely^ will perish at last. You give God 
; which he wiH accept, if you do not give 
him the heart. 

<* That there is no occasi<« to be siiigular, 
and to differ from our neighbours,'' is another 
maxim we often hear. The real Christian 
must, in many points of view, be difierent 
firom the world. Tbe Redeemer imperatively 
requires his disdples to come out firom the 
world, and take up their cross, and follow him* 
If we are one with the ungodly, and follow their 
ways, we cannot be the children of the Lord 
God Ahnigh^. If we do not now differ from the 
werid, both in principle and practice, we shaU 
be condemned with it hereAfter. 

It is often intimated that ^. there is no occasion 
for any very great coaoem about our spiritual 
welfiue." This sentiment is in direct opposition 
to the exhortation of our Lcurd. ^ Stiiye,"- 
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liMidljriiMaiiK, — mad the Red66fii«^> « to «iit»t> 
iili att the'fiitnftt gate ; for Mvait is the gale, and 
flavrbw'is the way that ieacketh unto iil^e,- aiMl 
few there are thafcfiiid'tt*" < if ^a' sre ni/k k 
good'i^fiiest to veach heaves; 'yao w^ hever 
Teach iu 

' •^ He will aamaroday he saved, who is hancst, 
knd whose life is not It^mished with habitual and 
gross* vioiii^" is* a maxim thai is elccKt^m^gty 
eomOMNi; ' But a man may be upright in.his 
dealingB) ««d generally deeent in his condoet, 
and yet hlftve ao kwe to God^ no re«t penilsnM 
4if heaft, aad no &i^ in the Lord Jeaas ; and, 
ifrithottt an experimental aequairitaace with thaes 
things, it is solemnly declared m the Sch|4Bires 
that no one can ever enter into the kingdom 
Of Qod. 

'<( It is time enough to think of religion many 
y^rs hence," says the worldling. Noy si^s 
God^ it is not ; "to-day, if ye will hear my voioe, 
harden not your hearts.'^ There is no enoou. 
ragement in the Bible ibr a sinner to pat off his 
sidvationtill to*morrow. To-morrow, it may be 
tooiat« for ever, l^is is the common artifice 
of Batan to ruin souls. Of all that have dropped 
into perdition, pevhaps there are very few who 
did not intend, like F^ix, at some more conre. 
ment season, to attend* to the great things which 
made Ibrtbsir peace; but before this period 
eame, the midni^t cry was heardf ^ Behold, the 
bridegroom Cometh, go ye forth to meet him !" 
They ^-ere alarmed,— they sprang up,^-tiiey 

Digitized by VjOOQ I 



PABmiVG ADVICE. 51 

grasped their lamps^-^but there was no oil in 
them. And the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage, — and the door of mercy was siiut 
for ever. ' 

<< Men are saved by their good deeds," is an 
assertion frequently to be found in books, and is 
but too oflen heard even from the pulpit. If this 
were the case, God need not have sent his Son 
into the world to save those who, on this princi- 
{^y could have saved themselves. The Lord 
JFesus then need not have died on the i;ro6S. 
The Scripture tells us that << there is no other 
name given under heaven among men, whereby 
they can be saved, but that of the Lord Jesus," 
Acts iv, 12. "By grace," it is said, "we are 
saved ;" that is, solely by the ftee mercy of God 
in Christ JesOs without the merit of the creature. 
**Not of works," says St. Paul, "lest any man 
should boast." The " wages of sin is death,— 
but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

Are good works then of no importance ? God 
foibid that any one should say they are not. It 
is true, that ^h in Christ's righteousness justi- 
fies the soul, and gives it a title to heaven ; but 
good works evidence the genuineness of faith. 
Good principles will ever produce good prac- 
tices. " Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord." Well, therefore, does St. James say, 
« Show me thy feith without thy works, and 1 
will show thee my faith by my works." 

It is the opinion of the world, that persons 
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may unite - rni entire devotodness io preoent 
Ihingc, with the service of God« But the Bible 
most decidedly inculcates the opposite sentiment. 
^ Ye caanoi)" said the Lord Jesus, ^ serve God 
and mammon." ^ He that is not with me" stud 
he, " is against me, and he that gatherelh not 
with roe scattereth abroad." If any man su- 
premely love the worid, St. John declares that 
" the love of Ood is not in him." 

<'To secure the present world is the itim 
chance," is a maxim <^n uttered, and yet more 
commcmly acted on. Judging from the conduct 
of very many who are cdled Christiaiia, th^ 
evidently regard this world as every thing, and 
the unseen world, on which they must Portly 
enter, as nothing. Instead of not being able to 
secure life for an hour, or a moment, one should 
imagine that they were certain of living for a 
thousand years. How unreasonable is it, when 
we may be constantly expecting a call to enter 
on a journey, from which it is impossible we 
should ever return, never, with any seriousness^ 
to occupy our thoughts with that momentous 
ttimmons. All are dying around us. It will be 
oiir turn to depart soon. The place that now 
knows the most busy of the sons of men, will 
doubtless, shortly, know him no more for ever. 
To secure the felicity of that future life, which 
will never close, must necessarily be the main 
chance ; for, <* what will it pro6t a man, should 
lie gain the whole wchtM, and lose his own soul?" 
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CHAPTBR XVI. 

DILIGENTLY ATTEND TH£ MEANS OF GRACE, 

Pratbr, reading the Holy Scriptures, and 
solemn meditation on Divine things, are some 
of the private means of graoe. These I hope, 
my dear young friend, you will not neglect. Be 
sure, also, to hallow the holy day of God. Al- 
most all peisons, who hare come to an igno- 
minious end, have acknowledged that they began 
their career of vice l^ the profanation of the 
Lord's day. Be timely warned, my young friend, 
by their sad experience. Never ni«ke vain ex- 
cuses for neglecting puUic worship. ^ I have,'' 
says Judge Hale, ^ found, by long and sound 
experience, that the due observance of this day, 
and of the duties of it, has been of singular com* 
fort and advantage to me. The observance of 
this day has ever had joined to it a blessing upon 
the rest of my time ; and the week that ht» been 
so begun, has been happy and prosperous to me : 
and, on the other hand, when I have been negli- 
gent of tiie duties of thir day, the rest of the . 
week hsui been unsuccessful, and unhappy to my 
own secular eraploymentSL; so that I could easily 
make an estimate of my successes the week fol- 
lowing, by the manner of my passing this day : 
and thus I do not wiite iightly or inconsideratdy, 
but upon long and sound observation and expe- 
rience." 

If we do not employ our souls on the Lord's 
day in prayer and praise, and holy meditation, 
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the horse and tlie ass, who are turned out into 
their pasture, keelp the 6abbath as well as we do. 
Not only attend the sanctuary, but make it 
evident, while you are there, that "you know 
how you ought to behave yourself in the house 
of God." I am sorry to say, that mmy young 
people I have known, have needed, mi this plain 
but important subject, ^ line upcxi line, aod pie- 
cept upon precept." They have said^ by their 
improper behaviour, ^ What a weariness do we 
find in the service of God!" 

I have seen one so perfectly restless in the 
sanctuary, as not to be in the same posture for 
many minutes together. Would this have been 
the case if he had delighted in the worship of 
the Most High? 

I have known another, whispering and talking 
to any one near him, who ^oukl give him the 
least degree of attention ; as if there were no 
need of attending to the servant of God^ who 
was addressing them on the great concerns of 
eternity. 

I Imve observed a third, glancing from pew to 
pew, and examining the dresses of diffenent in- 
dividuals ; as if to know how people clothed 
themselves could contribute to any one's spiritual 
welfare. 

I have noticed a fourth, during neariy the 
whole of the service, idly turning over the leavea 
of the Bible, or over those of the prayer or 
hymn book. Would he have done so, if he had 
Mt interested in the service as he ought ? 

Not to mention any more chaF&ctens the 



nambent, I fear, ace not small, mte^ if ihi^.4a 
not cmnpoae thettuselves delibi^rately. to^ sjeef^t 
yel do Bot lesiat a dtoivsyr disposilioa as ikoy, 
oQgkt. They would not dare dtuliber in tliQ^ 
presence of many of ^eif , Mlovr evealare^ ;. 
and yet they presume to do so, and wilj^t]re#» 
mane, in tluB pi^scnde (£the etemal mljeaiy of 
Heaven* 

Oj my tiear young iriend, not -only attend 
Dsrine wondup dili^ntly, but do ae with, a be»- 
ooming reveremcew Have tbey,> ii4o <re ik\m 
wearied with an hour apenf in God'^ servii^et om 
earth, any light to think that they i^e iieii^ 
nude meet for the. kiheritance. of the aaints in 
heaven 1 None but l^ose who delight in God'/i 
worship hole, Can see hi» fiice nfith jt^jr here* 
alter. 



CHAFTEAXVII/ 

LET YOUB E^BGRITY BE tmiMrEACHABLE. 

In this respect guard against ^ the apfiearaaee 
of evii" Let your employer or friend^ have to 
say, I could trust hioi with, any thing. Nothing 
i» ever really gaiaed. by di^ioaiesty. It is a 
Cffime which no one will tolerate^ and which 
niins^e character. Wheb a young man loeea 
this, m kses his all. Reinen^iier,- that if did. 
honesty were unpunishe^J, society could nfi/t exist* 
You would not like a person 4o take. any thing 
by fraud away from you ; see to. it, thea, that 
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yott 4& tidt Hwiflr deprive' lanother of th^ wfaieh n 
Msfc Tbink not that you wttt retnaki vtoikoo* 
v<sred ; one det of thieving genttmtty ieads to » 
ge^oddy aiid that to a third, till 4he whole m 
Itroij^l^ t4> tight, and the ofiender is oovwed 
wi&'lliifiuiiy. 

The- Holy Scriptnres aboirad wHk pawagBi 
on this subject. The following are sonae of its 
precepts :-^<' That wttfdi is altogetfa^ just sbalt 
thou follow, that thou inayest live and inhetit the 
hmd. ' Ye i^hidl not ste«l,> nor deal ^sel^, nor 
l»d one to aaother. Hioa shalt not defraod thy 
neighboar, aor rdb him. Ye shall do no on. 
righteousness^ in judgment^ in wein^, or in ntai.. 
sure. A lalse beknce is an abonhiation to thd 
Lord, hut a just wei^t is his delight To do 
judgment and justice is more acceptable to the 
Loid than sacrifice. Wo to him that buildeth 
his house by unrighteousness, and hi6 chambers 
by wrong ; who uses his neighbour'^ service 
without wages, and giveth Mm not for his work. 
The gK4ce of God, ihaX bnpgeth salvation, teach, 
eih us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
16 live soheriy and righteously in this present 
evil world.'' Be concerned, ray young friend, 
to ' preserve your integrity unimpeachakSe, ' evua 
in your most inconsiderable transactions, know- 
mg who hath said, « He that is &ithial in that 
v^ch is least, is fidtfaful also in much ; md he 
that ift unjust in the least, is unjust also in iffiiGh," 
Luke xvi, 10. 

l^eie are young p^nons who make no scni^ 
pte rf wasting or destroying oceasioiially, or 
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eonsliaiiUy, articka wbicAibeJoog to Umit \ 
ters er en^byers ; , they wcmld be wrpfised if 
aay one should charge them.wkh dishonefltjr^ 
but yet the charge would be well fotindedr He 
who wastes a littSs of lus master's prq>efty every 
day», really robs him of yery much in the ooune 
of a few years : nor can God or mmi regard 
such an individual as guiltless* In rete«ioet 
then, my dear young friend, to uprightness as 
welt a^ tp every other duty, ever bear in Unnd 
th0,a4mirM>le preccftt, which inckides the sub* 
stance of a volun^ in a single yer8e» ** Whatever 
ye would that others should do unto you, do ye 
eve|i so unto them, for this is the law aad.the 
prophets." Sboidd you be found destitute of 
conimon honesty, your pretensions to any vtrtee 
will he utterly vain. It is very properly remttrk- 
ed by the excellent Ik. Watts^ 

'*Ia vain we talk of Jesuit ^lood, 
And boast hii name in vain, 
If wo etm alig^ the lawn of God, 
. And prove unjust to men.** 



CHAPTER XVIU. 

dTLTIVATB HUMILITV. 

Humility is a gnice which ought to be espe- 
ciaUj||k)ught afler by the, young* In eafly Mo 
particularly, we are prone to think moie Ughly 
of ourselves than we ought. In proportion as 
we are proud we are offensive to God. God 
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himself haft dctcUured, that he ^ resuft^h the |m>iid, 
while he giveth grace to l^e humble." How 
often have I semi the text awfully iHustrated — 
** IVide goe^ before destruction^ and a haughty 
sfimt before a fall." O, my young fHend, ask 
God to give you grace, that you may be hUmUe 
and teadMiUe. If you htfppily di^r from many 
around you, it is owing to the rich' and free 
goodness of God. You have no bleissing, tern- 
poral or spintual, but you have received it from 
his gracious hands. You have nothing of any 
vttlue which is your own. Recollect, then", tbf^ 
you are nothing, and God is all. 

If you are indeed humble^ befbfe God, you 
will escape a multitude of soitows which your 
leUbw creatures commonly meet with. The 
path of life will be much mo^ pleasant thap it 
is to very many aiotind you. k was Well Said, 
by an old writer, ''That the Uaal which. would 
break a proud inan'» heart, would not even 
break the peace of an individual who was truly 
humble." There is an instructive anecdote 
mentioned by Dr. Franklin, iu \iis Letters, 
which will admirably illustrate this point. Writ, 
ing to Dr. Mather, he says, « On taking my leave 
of your father, he showed me a shorter way out 
of the house, by a narrow passage, which was 
crossed by a beam over head. Wo were still 
talking as I withdrew, he accompanyuK me 
behind, and I turning toward him, when flHsaid, 
* Stoop, stoop Y J did not understand him till I 
felt my head hat against the belsim. He was a 
man who never missed an opportunity of giving 
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instructkm ; and, upoa this^ he swd U> iae> .< Yoi 

[ axe young, and have the .world before you 

learn to stoop as you go through it, and you wi] 

\ mias many hard tluunps !' This advice," say 

i Dr. F., << thus beat into my head, ha9 frequend; 

been of use to me ; and I often think of it, whei 

I see pride morticed, and misfovtunes brough 

upon peQ{de by their carrying their heads to< 

bigh." m 



CHAPTER XIX. 

FORGET NOT THE DICTATES OF PRUDENCE. 

For want of attention to these^ my dear youn{ 
friend, many a sensible and well^^Jisposed indi 
vidual has disgraced hid i;>rofe8sba, and deprives 
hinwelf of aU opportmutiaS' of usefukiessu N< 
GOfi can be truly excellent who is not prudent 
You will perceive that I now refer par^icularh 
to temporal things. It is a maxim of prudence 
that your dress should be becoming your cha 
racter and station. Neatness and 4ec^i^y ar< 
commendable in every one ; but finery is alwayi 
despieaUe, and is sure to expose a young mai 
to many temptations. 

It is most likely you will sometimes see you: 
aequ|intade6 lavishly and fbolti^y expemiini 
thaHiconte, perhaps from motives of ost^nta 
tion and phde. Take heed that you do not imi 
tate them. Never part with your earnings bu 
for some decidedly uaeM puqKMie. Beibre yoi 
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expend yoof money Ibr any artiele, adc yoor- 
self— Do I really want it? ''It may be laid 
down/' saya Dr. Jcrfmaon, <*a8 a rule never to 
be broken, that a num^s votimlary expense should 
nai exceed his revenue, ^A maxim so obvioas, 
that the eivil law ranks the prodigal with the 
mad man, and debars them equally from the con- 
duct of their own affairs. Without frugality 
none cdM^ rich, and with it very few would be 
poor." 

Though I would, indeed, wish you, my dear 
young friend, to be frugal and careful, and reso- 
lutely to keep your current expenses below your 
stated income, yet is it a sacred duty to guard 
against the mere love of money. You should 
be economic, but it shouki be, that you may 
have more alMlity to do good. Perhaps you 
may have an aged father or mother, or an tin. 
fortunate or an afflicted brother or sister, or near 
relirtiv« ; how dehghlfhl will it be to you to have 
it in your power to afford them aid in the hour 
«f ncKKl. If you feel as you ought, this will, in- 
deed, be a luxury to you. For surely no one, 
who has die smaHest pretensions to piety, can 
doubt whether it is proper to help a paiont or 
relative in such circuihstances. Thd apootle 
John affirms, that he cannot possess the love of 
God in his heart, who shuts up against his bre- 
thren the bowels of compassion. And'SMtf^iil 
declares, that he who provides not for liRiwn 
household, <<has denied the faith, and is worse 
tiian an infidel." \ 

In ad^tion to the wants of our friends, there 
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am the poor, whom God has appointed to b^ al- 
.ways incentives to that charity which counts it 
<• iBQKe blessed to give than to receive." 

The extension of the Gospel is an object 
which calls loudfy on the exertions and the coilu 
tributions of its friends. By means of Bibles 
and missionaries, and |»ou8 publications, thie 
truth as it is in Jesus is rapidly g^uninggvoand^ 
and the Sabbath schools are advajgPg that 
knowledge of the Lord which shall cover the 
earth. To these, it is the duty and the pnvi* 
lege of the Christian to give of his means, as God 
has l^sssed him« Remember he will reqiure an 
account of the use y<Mi make of bis talents* 



CHAPTER XX. 

MAINTAIN A SACRED REGABD FOR TRITTH. 

This will be comparatively easy, if we live in 
the fear of God, and endeavour to do nothing 
which we should be ashamed or afraid to have 
known. One falsehood makes it necessary that 
many others should be told for its concealment. 
It is as im^raiive on you to speak the truth, as 
it is that you should be honest. It has been 
usually found, that those who do i^ scruple. to 
viohite the truth, will not hesitate, when oppor- 
tunid^offers, to take that which is not their own. 
Hence the prophet joins together in the same 
sentence, and under the same curse, the thief^ 
and the person who swears falsely, Zech. v, 3, 4. 
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He who isaccui^med ito violate tlte truths 
16 Boon found out^ and seldom believed, evoi 
when he makes the most solemn asseverations ; 
but he who is known to fe^ar a lie, will find his 
simple assertion readily believed. 

God is a God of truth, and cannot but be of. 
fended with what is ^se. Among those cha. 
racters whom he' approves, and of whom it is 
siud, t4|||hey shaH ascend into his holv hill, is 
the man <^who speaketh the truth from his 
heart." It is an invariable maris of the people 
of God, that they are << children who will not 
lie," Isa. Ldii, 8. It is also in the Scriptures a 
common mark of the Ivicked, that they <<gO' 
astray, speaking lies," Psalm Iviii, 3. And while 
the ** lips of truth shall be established," God will 
assuredly enter into judgment with the liar ; it 
is expressly declared, that << the lying tongue is 
but for a moment;" and that <<the mouth of 
them that speak ties shall be stopped." Among 
the black list of characters who are absolutely 
excluded from the kingdom of €rod, is the 
wretched individual who "loveth and maketh 
a lie," Rev. xxii, 16. Determine, then, my 
young friend, in the strength of God's grace, on 
every occasion, to speak the truth, and nothing 
but the truth. Say, with the monarch of Israel, 
** I hate every false way !" 
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CHKKtBH X CHEtTRFUL AND A ORATSFTTL 8ftRtV» 

Ue with resJ pieiy, is one of its ^good fruits. 
Multitudes have testified ia every a^y ond are 
still t^s^iog» from their own e;(pe<ien€e, that 
/< the ways of wisdoiri axe w^ys of pkifttDtoess, 
aod that all her paths are pe^ce/' No ooe but 
he who i^ unaqquaiiUed with the subject will 
afikio, that true religioa will deprive you of , any 
real enjoyment ; and the q[union of such a p^* 
son is pf no v£|lue ; nor does it deserve any more 
attention th^ th^t of a blind p^'son^- who should 
tell us that there is no beauty in the colours of 
the bow of heaven* 

Be cheerful then ; who has more right to be 
so than the real Christian, who has God for his 
guide, his friend, and his. father, — whose are all 
the inestimable promises of the word of God, — 
and for whom in the world of glory, an eternity 
of blessedness is prepared 1 

Cheerfulness^ — ^but mind^ — ^not levity and folly, 
will recommend you to all around, and will greatly 
adorn your profession of godliness ; and. nothing 
is more conducive to, cheerfulness than gratkude. 
Thio)^ then, often, how good God has been to 
youy^jn giving you a religious education, in pro- 
viding ,$3!r. you kind fri^idst who have been so 
anjppMJ^ly concerned for your present and eternal 
W(3lfaie. Think, as a motive for contentment 
aod gratjit^de, how many mercies itnd privileges 
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you poflsess, of which thouaandb of yoiar JfeUow 
creatures are deslitnte. OAm, in the course of 
tbe day, lift your heart to the throiM of your 
heavenfy Fath^r^ and Uiesa him for his protect- 
ing care, for the constant suppiy of your retttm- 
ing wants, and for the innumerable ikvoun^ which 
he is perpetually conferring on you. Think 
much, esfMciBlly, of his infnite km and grace, 
in giving his b^Ted Son to die for you upon 
the cross, that yoiisr sins might be pardoned, and 
a way opened for your neiner^nding felicity be- 
yond the grave: 'Riaikftthidss is the deli^hitfld, 
the perpetual duty of the Christian, and an es- 
smtial part of vhid godliness. Cultivate then, 
my dear young friend, a constant spirit of dieer- 
lubiess and gratitude. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

ALWAYS BEMEMBEB THAT OOD HAS SENT YOU 
INTO THE WORLD TO BE USEFUL. 

I HOPE, my dear young friend, you wiU be so 
in your worUtty calling. The way to be valued 
and esteemed is to be useful. With what di^RMr- 
«nt eyes does a master look on a servant who 
oonscientiouriy labours to promote his interest, 
and on ^me who is negligent in &e discharge ct 
his duty. To benefit your employer wiH be really 
your own interest; in return he will be almost sare 
to care much for your comfort and welfeit. Do 
not be afraid of a little extra, exertion when theie 
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VI occasion for it ; eveiy one elioukl be aihamed 
of being a mere drone in the hive ; and he who 
is so is certain, sooner or later, in one way or 
another, to be punished for his negligence and 
folly. The man who is not trying to be useful, 
might as well have been created a stock or a 
stone* 

But you should not only try to be of real 
value in your worldly calling, but ako in refer, 
ence to the spiritual interests of your fellow 
creatures. On the Lord's day, al least, you may 
aid in the instruction of the rising generation. 
As opportunity may oflfer, you may kindly ad- 
monish any around you yAiose habits are incon- 
sistent wiUi the word of God. Sometimes 3FOU 
may roconunend to your acquaintance a vakia* 
ble tract or book, which may be the means of 
doing them lasting good. But be especially 
anxious, by your conversation and example, to 
be ^ a living epistle," inculcating all that is ex- 
cellent; that your light may so shine before 
men that they may " glorify your Father who is 
in heaven." 

If you feel as you ought, you will endeavour 
to spare something from your earnings fi)r the 
support of Sunday schools, for the distributioii 
o£ useful tracts, and of the Scriptures, and for 
sending the blessed Gospel to the heathen world. 

It is one invariable evidence of real piety, 
that its possessor is seriously concerned to be 
usefuL True religion, in proportion to its preva. 
lence in the heart, will annihilate the detestable 
selfishness so apparent in the questicm which 
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Cfiai wkh such daving impiety, addressed even 
to bis Malcer : *< Am I my brotiier's keeper ?" 
If yoti 9X9 really acqaainted with it, you will 
dd^ht to aeize e^ery opportunity which may be 
o^red to. you of doing good to the bodies or the 
soqleofmen. 

I recollect a striking anecdote of a son of my 
fnepd, Br, Beilby^ of Edinburgh, which beauti- 
fully proves the benign tendency of real godli- 
ness. He died very happily at the age of. seven 
years and ten months. Abbufe^iiree moathe be- 
fore his ^ath, alluding to a project which bis 
ptareots had once entertained of going abioad, 
he said, << Fapa« if I were likely to get well, I 
should wi$h we had gone." « Why, my boy ?" 
replied his lather. . << because, peiiiaps I might 
hav€i been of some use to the poor negroes." 
<^ I feavi".said his ftther,.<^« that though you should 
recover from ^i^ illness,, we must not expect 
you ever tobe^^i^aUe of much active employ, 
meut (being depwed of the use of both his legs.) 
You may, ind^d, )^e a comfort and a blessing to 
those living in the house with you." "But, papa," 
rejoined the dear little fellow, " we could have 
got some of the poor black children to have come 
ij[ito the house, and I could have taught then^ to 
r^ad; i^od I could have told th^m about the 
tord Jesus Christ, for they cannot know so much 
9f him as I do ; and perhaps they might have 
told th^ fathers and mothers, as the children 
you know in Irekod do ;" rearing to a report 
which he had been reading of the phlgreas of 
Scri{^ral koowlec^ in that country. Hiink, 
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my dear young friend, of the truly Christian 
spirit of this dear child, and be ashamed to be 
" a cumberer of the ground." 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

SOMETIMES, AT THE CLOSE OF A DAY, OR OF A 
WEEK, EXAMINE YOURSELF, THAT YOU MAY 
BECOME ACQUAINTED WrTH YOUR REAL CHA- 
RACTER. 

This will be found to be a very profitable ex- 
ercise. A tradesman who never examines his 
'books, cannot be acquainted with the real state 
of his afiairs. And the Christian who does not 
look into the state of his heart, is not watchful, 
and can know but httle of his real character. 
Perhaps the foUowing questions may somewhat 
aid you in this useful duty : — 

Have I, every morning, when I first beheld 
the light coming in at my chamber window, 
offered my thanksgiving to the good God ? 

Have I, thi'ough every day, lived in the fear 
of God, recollecting that his eye was always 
upon me, and that I must give an account of my 
factions at his awful bar ? 

Have I closed every evening with fervent 
prayer for the Divine blessing, and with praise 
to God for the mercies of the day ? 

I have had bread to eat and raiment to put on, 
and kind friends ; and God's merciful care has 
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been extended over me every moment — have • 
I been so thankful as I ought for these great 
blessings ? 

Have 1 read each day a portion of the holy 
Scriptures ? Have I treasured it up in my heart 
that I might be preserved from sin? Have I 
earnestly prayed that God would open the eyes 
of my mind to understand its true meaning, that 
so I might become wise unto salvation ? 

Have I been concerned that my thoughts 
every day should be such as would please God ? 

Has my conversation been such as I could 
wish it to have been, if I knew that I was about 
to lie down upon a dying pillow ? 

Have I never been angry, or out of temper, 
without any just cause ? 

Have I been "diligent in business," yet "fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord ?" When in the 
house of God, has my heart joined with the 
minister, when he has addressed the throne of 
grace ? or has it foolishly wandered after every 
trifle? Have I paid attention to the sermons 
which I have heard, so as at least to recollect 
some part of them ? And have I prayed God to 
give me grace to practise as well as to hear his 
holy word ? 

Have I hallowed the whole of the Sabbath 
day? 

Have I, when the congregation has been sing- 
ing the praises of God, joined them with my 
heart, as well as with my tongue ? 

Have I given my parents and superiors that 
respect and honour which are their just due? 



PARTINO ADVICE. 69 

Am I sure that I have really begun to tread 
in the path which leads to heaven ? ^ 

Do I sincerely love the Saviour ? 

Am I, from my heart, concerned to keep his 
commandments? 

Am I, constantly, knowing that time will soon 
be with me " no longer," diligently improving it 
for eternity ? 

Renouncing all self confidence, do I go, as a 
poor, lost, ruined sinner, to the great Redeemer, 
tor life and salvation? And am i relying for 
eternity on his all-sufficient merits ? 

If you, my dear young friend,. will occasion, 
ally read over these questions, and pause, and 
think after 'each of them, you will learti that 
there is much to be amended in your character ; 
that you are an " unprofitable servant," and that 
<* shame belongeth" unto you. You will bow 
with deep penitence at the throne of grace, and 
say, «* Enter not into judgment with thy servant, 
O Lord ! If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 
b Lord, who can stand ? O my Father, who art 
in heaven, for Jesus's sake, be merciful to me a 
sinner." 



. CHAPTER XX. 

imiTE WITH SOME SOCIETY (mj|bix CHRISTIANS 
IN HOLY COMMtafeir. 

As I would hope that the instructions I have 
given you will be cordially received, and that you 
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will Be early brought, decidedly, to choose the 
good portion which can never be taken away 
from you ; so, should this be happily the c^ase, 
I would then afiectionately epjoin it on you as a 
duty, to make a public profession of religion, 
and to unite with some society of real Christians, 
to partake with them of the ordinances of God's 
house. 

It is the plain command of the Saviour, that 
all his followers should partake of the sacred 
feast which he has instituted, and which, he has 
told us, is to be observed till his second coming. 
He has with the greatest aiTection and solemnity 
said, '< Do this jn remembrance of me !'' He 
addresses this language to all who call him their 
Lord and Master, and who love his great and 
holy name. Do not be ashamed thus to obey 
and to own your Lord in the midst of "a sinful 
and adulterous generation." 

Thus to give yourself up fully to the Lord, 
and to his people, will strength^ you to resist 
the temptations with which you will be assailedl 
You will exclaim, The vows of God are upon 
me, — ^howcan I deliberately, and wilfully trample 
on his commands, and the holy obligations into 
which I have entered ? 

It will be of service to you early to give your- 
self to the Lord's people, because they will 
watch over y^ and care for your welfare, 
and tenderly admonish and counsel you ; and 
especially mall tfifcl^e the case with the pastor of 
such a Christian community. It is your truest 
interest and happiness to have a spiritual home> 
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and a shepherd and brethren who will naturally 
be concerned for your real good. 

I would urge you eaf ly to attend the table <X 
the Lord, and engage to be his servant for ev^r, 
on account of that spiritual refreshment andl jey 
which you will assuredly find in that h»ly ordi- 
nance. How delightful is it in such season^ when 
the Redeemer is set forth before us crucified. for 
our sins, to redect,— He suffered all his dreaidL 
ful conflict and agony ^< to avert from me fhat 
weight of wrath, which would otherwise hate 
overwhelmed me beyond all hope of deliverance. 
And here are the emblems of his' dying love^> and 
of his living care. Here are the precious seals of 
that everlasting covenant establi^ed in his blood, 
which, as it is w^U ordered in all things, and 
sure, is all my salvation, and all my desire. ^ 
these tokens doth a faithful God assure me that 
my sins are pardoned, that I am adniitted into 
his family, and entitled to all the invaluable 
blessings of his children. Yet a little while, O 
my soul, and thou shalt rise to nobler enjoy- 
ments than even these ; for the bread fhou iiast 
now been eating, and the wine thou hast now 
been drinking, are pledges of a Divine banquet 
above, in the visible and immediate presence of 
the blessed Fc 
security of th( 
sealing, will cc 
of nature are ( 
my Saviour of 
drink it new m 
{Doddrtdge,) 
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If yoa, indeed, love the gaviour, and desire to 
follow him, and to be his disoiple indeed, let me 
entreat you not to negleet his sacred ordinances. 
.00 not say that your piety is weak and low ; this 
is the way in wluch you may expect it to be re. 
▼ived aB4 strengthened. Do not tell me you 
dare nbt come, for fear you should one day dis- 
honour your holy profession. The engagements 
at the tid[>le'of the Iiord will be a means to k^p 
you in his ways. The sacred fear, lest you 
should depart from the Lord, is a pleasing proof 
that your conscience is tender, and that there is, 
indeed, reason to hope that you are not one of 
them «< who draw back unto perdition, but of those 
who persevere to the saving of the soul." Thus, 
then, *< wait on the Lord, and you shall renew 
your strength; you shall mount as on' eagles' 
wings ; you shall run in his ways without weari- 
ness, and walk in them without fainting." 



CHAPTER XXV. 

CONSTANTLY AND EARNESTLY 8UPFLICATB THK 
AID OF god's holy SPIRIT. 

friend, prosper 
ss you maintain 

I hope, there- 
or close a day, 
d thanksgiving, 
lated seasons of 
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letireBtieBt. So &r as you are able, let nothing 
intreoch on these. Yet you will oAen, I trust, 
also, in the course of every day, lift up your 
Blind in prayer and' praise. This you can dc 
while you are engaged in your lawful calling. 
This is setting the Lord always before us. This 
is walkmg with God. << Prayer at stated sea* 
sons," says LeightOD, *< is like callingon a friend 
now and then ; but frequent, ejaculatory prayer, 
is taking up our abode with him." We may 
as reasonably expect to be comfortable without 
our daily food, as without devotion* 

When you think of the many duties which 
I have enforced on you, you will be ready to 
say. How can I attend to them all 1 And perhaps 
you will be ready ^also to add, I oflen not only 
forget what is right, but also find my heart veiy 
much inclined to what is wrong: and what 
shaUIdo? 

I will tell you. Though you cannq^ of your* 
self love and' serve God, or discharge your duty 
as you ought, yet, God will help you if you aslc 
him, by the gracious aids of his Holy Spirit. 
On this account, if we do not act as God has 
commanded us, we are without^cuse- 
him. If a father should tell ^fm to 
thing, and should say, If you cMbt do it yj 
self, I will help you, if you ask me to do so ; and 
yet, should he still neglect to do what he was bid, 
he would be very much to blame, and his father 
would be justly displeased with Jiim / would he 
not] Yes, you will readily sa;j^; because his 
father bid him ask for aid. So X ^^ uegjlect to 
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ask for God's Spirit^ and live and die in oar aias, 
we shall be deservedly banished from God's pre- 
sence for ever. 

We are told in ^e Holy Scriptures that 
though <^ we know not what to ptay for as we 
ought, yet that the Spirit helpeth our uifinnities." 
It is one of the gracious promises of the new 
covenant, ** I will put my Spirit -mAm you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes^ and ye shall 
keep my judgments and do- them." ^ Work out 
your salvation," says the apostle, "with fear 
and trembling, for it is €kx),"«— that is, by his 
Holy Spirit — " who worketh in you, to will and 
to do of his own good pleasure." The Apostle 
Paul said, he could do all things which God had 
commanded him, however many and difficult they 
Blight be, through the aids of the Spiritof Christ ; 
B^d so, my dear young fiiend, can you, or any 
one else. Earnestly, then, and constimtly, ai4c 
for the gracious aid of God's Holy Spirit, and 
you will find that the most difficult duties will 
become easy. We are sure that God will not, 
in this respect, refuse to hear the voice of our 

plication; because our Lord sSd to his 
« If^^, then, being evil, know how to 
good ginJB your children, how much more 
sHU your he *nly Father give the Hdy Spirit 
to them that ask him?" If you could gain a 
great many good things by only asking for them, 
how diligently would you ask, nor would you 
give up seeking till you found them. God's 
Holy Spirit is a greater gift than any which all 
the rich and the. noble of this world would confer 
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on you. It is the pledge of all other blewkgs. ■ 
It is a mercy without which you will assuredly 
perish. " If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his." 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

RECOLLECT EVERY DAY, THAT YOU ARE LIVING 
FOR ETERNITY. 

There are two worlds beyond the grave. We 
are constantly travelUng to the one or to the 
other. My dear young friend, forget not that it 
will be said of you shortly, He is in heaven, — or. 
He is in hell ! 

There is a world of misery, prepared for the 
abode of the impenitent, the unbelieving, and the 
ungodly. There God is seen only in his wrath ; 
and the frown of all the beings in the univers# 
is as nothing, when compared with the displea- 
sure of the Most High. 

There, in • that dreary abode, there is dark- 
ness that may be felt ; there is a long, eternal* 
night, 

" Without one cheerful beam of hope, ' 
Or spark of glimmering day." 

There the worm of an accusing conscience 
does not die, and " the fire is never quenched." 

Tliere death reigns. The wretched inhabit- 
ants of this miserable world are always dying, 
and yet can never die. 
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But there is another state, a world of unspeak- 
able felicity, in which the righteous are to dwell 
for ever. It is a paradise, where there are no 
thorns or thistles, or any thing that is unpleasant. 
There the great God is seen in his glory. It is 
a state of such inconceivable beauty and joy, 
that it is said to be " incorruptible, undefiled," 
and never to fade away. There will be " no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nor any 
more pain." There the righteous will all meet, 
from "every tongue, and people, and kindred, 
and nation." And they will be so glorious, that 
they " will shine forth as the sun," for ever and 
for ever. 

Forget not, my dear young friend, that you 
are constantly approaching nearer and nearer 
to the eternal state ; — ^that you arQ daily form- 
iig.that character which can never be altered ; 
and that a perpetual abode will shortly be as- 
•signed you, where there is nothing but sorrow, or 
unmingled joy. 

Think, I beseech you most earnestly and 
affectionately, think of this solemn subject. It 
is for your life. Pray for grace, to number 
your days, and apply your heart unto real wis* 
dom ; that you may think, and speak, and act, 
as you will assuredly wish you had done, when 
you come to die, and at the great day of 
account. 

May I entreat you, my dear young friend, as 
a parting request, that you will often renew 
these important, these last admonitions, which 1 
have addressed to you ; and let me beg of yott 
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to make all the subjects I have referfed to a 
matter of prayer, till they are indeed impressed 
on your memory, and written on your heart. 

It shall ever be my earnest prayer for you, 
that after a long life of usefuhiess and comfort, 
in which you shall eminently adorn the doctrine 
of God your Saviour, you may be admitted into 
his heavenly feUcity, and be like him, and with 
him for ever : and tiiat I, your teacher, and you, 
my beloved scholar, may never more be sepa- 
rated, but may for ever be united together in the 
praise and service of God and the Lamb. May 
God grant it, for his mercy's sake. Amen. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER FROIil THE LATE REV. 
LEOH RICHMOND, AUTHOR OF THE " DAIRY- 
MAN's daughter," to his DAUGHTERS. 

" To my Daughters. — ^With a heart full of 
affection, I sit down to express a few sentiments 
and intimations of my wishes, as connected with 
your conduct, in the course of any journey or 
absence from home. I wish each of you to pre- 
serve a copy of it, my dear children, and often 
look at it ; take it with you when from home, 
and keep it safe when at home. 

" Many temptations will occuc, to induce you 
to* yield and conform to habits and principles, 
the very reverse of those which you hear me 
supporting, both in the pulpit and the parlour. 
Be not ashamed of firmly, though modestly, i^ 
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such casie^ -resisting them. State what mine and 
your principles are, and heed not the momentary 
unpleasantness of appearing singular, when con- 
science' and duty'fequire it. 

♦* All descriptions of public amusements, 
novels, popular amorous poems, plays, songs, 
vanities, ai^d finery, and all the sad tribe of poi- 
sonous an(^ dangerous pursuits, should be regu- 
lated by this principle ; and O ! that your own 
simplicity, and love to Christ, may never give 
way to one sad influence of false sentiment, 
even among those whom, on other accounts, we 
may esteem and regard. The half religious are 
often more dangerous than those who are less 
so ; because we are more on our guard in the 
latter case than the former. The great number 
of instances in which I have seen the young peo- 
ple of religious families deeply injured in their 
spirits and habits, by much visiting with persons 
6f different views tJid customs from those of 
their own household, has made me, I confess, 
from pure motives of conscience and prudence, 
very averse to much of that sort of visiting in 
my own children's case, which I know to have 
been productive of bad consequences in others. 
And the difficulty of drawing the line has always 
appeared very great with my numerous friends 
and acquaintances. Still I wish to make you 
happy in every reasonable way, and am glad 
when I can give you the advantage of new 
scenes and company^ when it is of the right kind. 
'*it as in my journeys extensive intercourse takes 

ce, a great variety of characters will fall in 
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your way ; oad I wi^ for all your sakes that 
you may be provided with sober, discreet, and 
retigioos cautions, that the natural ardour of 
youth may not lead you into unbecoming or sin- 
fill compliances. I know many families, and 
you know a few, where, perhaps, the parents are 
religious, but their. young people are very im- 
perfectly, if at all so ; in such cases you may, 
from equality of age, be thrown much more into 
the light, frivolous, and objectionable conversa- 
tion of the younger, instead of the more useful 
communications of the elders of the family. 
Here, oflen, the^re is danger ; ever prefer and 
choose those, of whatever age, in whom you 
think you discover a holy, serious, benevolent, 
consistent way of acting and speaking. 

" A young professor of religion has not, in 
most instances, so difficult a task to sustain, 
when in conversation with those of a decidedly 
religious deportment, as with worldly persons, 
and those who can scarcely be ranked as con- 
sistently serious, although oflen to be met with 
in religious parties. If, however, your conscience 
be correct, you will see more and more the duty 
of acting and speaking aright, and you must 
ever pray for grace to direct and govern you. 
Difficuhies and ddngers of this kind greatly mul- 
tiply when those who, from relationship and 
family regard, stand very near to natund love 
and aifection, are nevertheless, in great measure, 
strangers to the power of true religion, and 
therefore mingle with the world wholly, pursue 
its pleasures, and supoort its customs. I entreat 
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you to be much on your guard in «11 such caies. 
Decays in religious feeling and conduct continu- 
aUy arise from this source, and endanger the 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal wetftire of many 
a hopeful family." 



THS Bin>. 
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